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World’s most trusted gate latches, locks and hinges

Privacy and security gate latches that lock from both sides.  
Made from industrial strength polymer and stainless steel. 
Highly adjustable, will not rust, sag, bind or stain.

Self-closing hinges for wood or vinyl gates.  
Easy to install and adjust including self-closing speed. 
Suitable for child safety or high-traffic applications. 

TrueClose® Regular TrueClose® HD
HEAVY DUTY  UP TO  70KG

LokkLatch® Deluxe LokkLatch®  Plus

  www.ddtech.com
Warranty conditions vary according to gate or door application and usage.  
See full Warranty details and limitations on D&D Technologies’ website. 

Available now, contact our team
UK +44 (0) 1342 327280 

NL +31 (0) 30 291 98 47
enquiries@ddtechglobal.co.uk  Place your first 

order & receive a 
FREE Gate Handle*

* Quote reference FT23 
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The Neverending Story
In an earlier column, we described an 

ordinary day in the life of a random 
fencing installer. We exaggerated a bit, which 
isn’t unusual for us. Exaggeration adds a bit of 
extra fun and excitement, plus it can help to 
get a point across. In that particular column, 
we had a wide range of problems arise in the 
course of a single day.

Fortunately in real life there’s usually a bit 
more time in between the issues that arise. But 
even in real life, every day brings new challenges 
to deal with. We’ve all got our problems; life 
is essentially a constant stream of them. The 
other day we had a beer with a fencing installer 
and that was what we discussed: that it doesn’t 
matter how many problems you solve, there’s 
always going to be a new one popping up to 
keep you awake at night. That installer called it 
a 'Neverending Story'. 

And he was right. The steady stream of new 
problems is never going to stop. Motivation 
coach Brian Tracy compares it to the ocean: 
the waves come rolling in in a neverending 
stream. Problem after problem. After each and 
every wave you tackle, there’s one thing you 
can be sure of: another one is on its way. Every 
now and then an extra-big wave comes along, a 
crisis that makes all other problems pale into 
insignificance.

But there's also a lull after each wave, a time 
to find your feet again and breathe, to gather 
your energy for the next wave. And although 
some waves can drag you along with them 
for a bit, eventually they all get smaller and 
disappear on the beach. Often you don't notice 
that part, because you’re already training your 
focus on the next wave. But just think back to 

the summer of 2023. What was the problem 
that worried you the most? How’s that looking 
now? And how did all your 2018 problems turn 
out?

At the same time there are some waves 
that, at the moment they come rolling in, take 
all your strength to overcome. Some of them 
drag you quite a long way. It's hard to make 
progress when you’re constantly being swept 
off your feet by new waves. It's hard to keep on 
swimming forward when each new wave drags 
you back towards the shore.

But you can do it. Even just the fact that your 
business still exists is proof that you’re able to 
swim well enough to handle any wave. The trick 
is to take a good deep breath at exactly the right 
moment and to jump at the right time, so it 
takes you right over the wave, so to speak.

One of the most effective things you can do 
to tackle these challenges more effectively is to 
make a list. Grab a notepad and write down all 
your problems, one on each line. 
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Then give each problem a number according to this 
table:

Urgent Not Urgent

Important 1 2

Not important 3 4

Take a fresh sheet of paper and copy out all the problems 
that you've given a 1. Then the first piece of paper can 
go straight into the shredder, because there’s only one 
rule for issues that fall into categories 2, 3 and 4: f*ck it. 

When Mrs Brown calls and threatens to give you a 
zero-star Google review if you don’t send someone to 
polish the scratches from her fence within the hour, it 
can instantly send you into a sort of panic mode. It can 
be tempting to drop everything and jump straight into 
the car because 'aaargh, help.'

But how important is that Google review really? If 
you always deliver good work and already have plenty 
of four- and five-star reviews under your belt, new 
customers are surely going to see through those few 
moans and complaints. They’re well aware that there 
are Mrs Browns out there, people who are impossible 
to please. The few people who can’t look past them are 
probably moaners and complainers themselves, so you 
definitely don't want them as customers anyway.

The Mrs Browns of the world clearly belong in 
category 3. Urgent, but not important. In other 
words: f*ck it. Mrs Brown will be scheduled 
when someone needs to be nearby anyway and 
doesn’t need to drive more than five minutes to 
get to her. Until then, it’s just bad luck for her.

You’d be better off taking the hour and a half 
it would have taken you to assist Mrs Brown 
immediately, and using it to think about how 
you’re going to convince that client with the 
massive project and the big margin to give you 
the job. That will generate more cash flow, and 
with more cash you can solve a lot of Category 
1 problems.

Category 2 and 4 problems, too, are also 
best ignored. Category 4 speaks for itself, 
and category 2 can be left for a rainy Sunday 
afternoon. Learning to quickly categorise all 
your problems into one of these four boxes will 
make your life much easier.

There are lots of other ways to learn to 
better manage the problems in your business 

– and in your life. Removing all emotion from 
them is another one. When you do that, you’re 
able to be calm and matter-of-fact about your 
decision. Thinking bigger in terms of money 
helps too. Often what pays is not to scrimp and 
save on the tenners, but to reflect on how to 
bring in the hundreds and the thousands. 

There are many more skills along these lines 
that make it easier to brave the waves that roll 
in. And the beauty of it is that they’re all skills 
you can learn. You don't need to have a talent 
for it, or some special type of problem-solver 
DNA. Every skill can be learned.

Those who master all these skills will 
find that they slowly turn from a swimmer 
to a surfer. The better you get at tackling the 
problems, the more enjoyable it is to solve 
them. Then the waves are no longer annoying 
obstacles; they’re fun challenges. And before 
you know it, the waves can never be big enough 
for you. <
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Reliable solutions for perimeter protection and access control
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The petrol driver that works every time.
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New establishment for Grillages Brossard

MESSIMY, France 
– Grillages 

Brossard, a mesh manufacturer 
and fencing supplier just outside 
Lyon, moved into new premises 
on its existing site in June. This 
way, the company now has 230 

square metres of additional 
office space and more than 500 
square metres of additional 
covered storage space.

Grillages Brossard was 
founded in 1880 by Claude 
Brossard. The company was 

passed from father to son 
several times, before being 
taken over in 2020 by fencing 
manufacturer SBFM from 
Eysines, near Bordeaux. That 
acquisition helped make the 
expansion possible, which now 

enables the company to stock 
an even wider range of fencing 
products. The total surface area 
of the Brossard site is now 2300 
square metres. <
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Jim and Richard George
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Postsaver celebrates 30th anniversary

Postsaver, which 
m a n u f a c t u r e s 

various products including 
wooden posts, is celebrating 
its 30th anniversary. Brothers 
Richard and Jim George from 
Gloucester founded the business 
in 1994, when Richard found 
himself needing to replace the 
wooden posts of his new fence 
after just a short time. The 
brothers used their experience 
in the plastics industry to create 
a plastic ‘shoe’ for the entire 
underground section of the post. 
It was quickly apparent that a 
shoe-style cover was overkill, 

as poles mostly rot at the 
ground line. Based on this, an 
initial version of the sleeve was 
developed – one that slides over 
the post – which the company 
still produces today.

"Once Postsaver for fence posts 
launched in 1994, the product 
underwent rigorous testing by the 
BRE," Richard says. "These proved 
its effectiveness and meant that 
we were able to offer a 20-year 
guarantee. We’ve continued to 
develop the product, using better 
and better solutions and better 
coatings, ever since producing 
our very first sleeve. This year we 

launched an extra-long sleeve, 
the Postsaver Plus, for use on 
construction timber. We’re proud 
of our achievements in the wood 
protection field and we work 
closely with trade and industry 
organisations to promote the use 
of wood in general, because wood is 
the most environmentally-friendly 
and sustainable building material 
out there and we’re passionate 
about its future."

As far as the near future is 
concerned, the company has its 
sights set on the US market. Sales 
there are being expanded and 
an online store created. "2024 

looks set to be a record year for us," 
Richard says. "We’re really excited 
about the future." At the time 
of writing, it was still unclear 
whether and how the anniversary 
would be celebrated. Sources 
within the team tell us that 
they’re hoping for a big party, 
but there has been no official 
announcement as yet. <
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Tschœppé presents 
new balcony railing

HŒRDT, France - This 
spring, fencing 

manufacturer Tschœppé from the 
French town of Hœrdt launched 
a new collection of aluminium 
balcony railings. The range is 
called Garde-corps Barreaudés, 
and its design has been kept 
as minimalist as possible. It 
features posts made of 50 by 12 
millimetre profiles, with no visible 
fixings. The handrail options are 
a round 50-millimetre tube or a 
rectangular profile measuring 65 
by 27 millimetres. For the infill, 
customers have the choice of glass 
plate, aluminium sheet infill with a 
cut-out motif, or horizontal strips. 
The posts are no more than 1.5 
metres apart and can be installed 
in either the French style (on the 
floor) or the English (against the 
façade or wall). Combining the 
different handrails and infills in 
different ways creates 26 different 
models to choose from. <

New mini excavator from Develon

DOBŘÍŠ, Czech 
Republic - South 

Korean construction equipment 
manufacturer Develon is 
launching a new mini excavator. 
Develon, the parent company 

of Bobcat, is itself owned by 
Hyundai Infracore Equipment. 
The DX10Z-7 is a 1-tonne mini 
excavator with zero tail swing 
and significantly improved 
performance compared to its 

predecessor, the DX10Z. The 
1.45-metre boom has been 
redesigned and the arm length 
increased from 810 to 890 
millimetres, which brings the 
digging reach at ground level to 

3355 millimetres and the dumping 
height to 2205 millimetres. The 
track length has also increased to 
more than a metre, improving the 
vehicle’s stability and increasing 
traction. <
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New wire panels from Schertz

BE R T H E L M I N G , 
France – This spring, 

French fencing manufacturer 
Schertz, from Berthelming in 
Alsace, launched two new wire 
panels: Athletico 244 and Athletico 
545. Prototypes had already been 
presented at Paysalia in Lyon last 
December.

Athletico 244 is a lightweight 
3D panel made of 4-millimetre 
wire. At 2.4 metres long, it can 

be loaded crosswise onto a 
truck. This makes transport and 
transshipment in distribution 
centres easier than for panels that 
are 2.5 metres wide. Athletico 244 
is available in heights of 1230, 1530 
and 1730 millimetres. 

Athletico 545 is a twin-wire 
panel with 5-millimetre horizontal 
wires and 4-millimetre vertical 
wires. Like Athletico 244 it is 
2.4 metres long, enabling easy 

transport. The mesh size is 55 
by 200 millimetres, the same as 
the mesh size for Athletico 244. 
Athletico 244 is available in heights 
from 1230 to 1830 millimetres.

On both panels, the vertical 
wires extend for 30 millimetres 
on one side; customers have the 
choice of whether to install the 
panels with these wires extending 
upwards or downwards. The 
panels come in green and in 

anthracite as standard, and are 
compatible with the privacy slats 
and privacy strips from the Schertz 
range. <



Came presents simple access 
control with Easy Scan
Italian drive manufacturer 
Came presented a new, simple 
access control system that 
allows customers to easily 
control access to their 
premises at Intertraffic in 
Amsterdam in April.
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“About two years ago, we developed 
the ACS01 here at the Belgian site,” 
says Jimmy Duquesne, business 

projects development manager within Came 
Benelux. “The ACS01 is an access control system 
where you can bring together all the several types 
and systems of access control. When we started 
marketing it, we found out that there are also 
many applications where you do not need all the 
functions and capabilities of a large system, but 
rather the simplest possible solution. At that point 
we started developing the solution, which became 
the Easy Scan.”

EASY SCAN
The ACS Easy Scan is an offline ticketing system that 
gives access via QR code tickets. The system comes in a 
ready-made kit consisting of a desktop ticket printer with 
a 4.3-inch or 7-inch display and a ticket scanner. The 
printer enables the owner or manager of the gate, turnstile, 
or barrier to print a ticket with QR code, which guests or 
visitors can use to open the barrier. The reader is built into a 
separate column or directly into a box section of the barrier 
or turnstile. As soon as someone holds the ticket with the QR 
code in front of the scanner, the barrier opens. The system 
is mainly intended for applications where a large number of 
single-use or sporadic users need temporary access.
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APPLICATION
“Take a company that has to leave a lot of trucks outside,” 
says Duquesne. “An exit loop will not do, because then 
thieves can drive out too easily. Giving remote controls or 
even badges to the usually strange driver is overly expensive, 
because you never see those badges again. Programming a 
PIN code, the driver's phone number or licence plate number 
into a single-use system is cumbersome. This is where Easy 
Scan comes in. You print a ticket with a QR code that is 
valid for 15 or 30 minutes and give it to the driver. The latter 
can close his truck at his leisure, go to the toilet and leave at 
his convenience, without having to report back and without 
you having to accompany him.”
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EASY
“Or take the example of a hotel with its own car park 
in front,” Duquesne continues. “That hotel wants 
everyone to be able to drive in easily and freely, but not 
that the car park is misused – or, if it is a paid car park, 
for guests to pay before leaving. Again, the Easy Scan 
is the perfect solution. The receptionist prints a ticket 
that is valid for as long as the guest has paid, and the 
hotel guest can drive out with that ticket. In the case of 
the hotel, the scanner is linked to a barrier, but you can 
of course link it to all forms of access management. We 
supplied an Easy Scan for a holiday park in Marseille 
in France because guests there need to be able to 
obtain access at reception at the front of the resort to 
the swimming pool, a kilometre away. At reception, a 
ticket is now printed that is valid for the duration of the 
holiday booked and guests can use it to go through the 
turnstile at the pool.”

ADDITIONAL BENEFIT
“Another typical application of the Easy Scan is, for 
example, a shop in a town centre,” says Duquesne. “We 
delivered a kit to a pharmacy, with its own car park 
across the road to which it could not pull any cables. 
That car park was always full of cars that did not 
belong to customers. That pharmacist has been helped 
out tremendously with a barrier and Easy Scan. The 
cashiers print a ticket for the customers, the customer 
can get out of the car park, but a stranger cannot 
park. In this kind of situation, the Easy Scan is also a 
generator of extra revenue for fence workers, because 
without the Easy Scan, you would not be able to sell a 
barrier at that pharmacist's premises either. If cashiers 
have to ask every customer what kind of car he has and 
then use a remote control to open the barrier every time 
that customer is in front of the barrier – while they are 
already helping another customer – that does not work. 
That is far too inconvenient.”

INSTALLATION
The word easy in the name Easy Scan not only stands 
for the simple applications – according to Duquesne, 
assembly, installation, and configuration are also 
extremely simple: “The scanner and the printer from 
one kit are already linked together. You do not need an 
electrician to connect or configure it, because you just 
push the plug into the outlet, and it works. Anyone 
can install it. Anyone can implement it, and anyone 
can work with it. You do not need to connect it to the 
internet, you do not need to create users, you just need 
to connect the power, and you are done. The printer uses 
standard TM80 cash register rolls that can be bought 
anywhere. It is a system that any fencer worker can sell, 
even fencer workers who are not familiar with access 
control or electrical installations.” <
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Strainrite 
celebrates 
50th 
anniversary

R
obertson Engineering, the New 
Zealand company behind the 
Strainrite brand, is celebrating 

its 50th anniversary this year. Back in 
1974, owner Maurice Wooster bought a 
company specialising in abattoir and other 
meat works equipment. The work meant 
that Wooster visited a lot of farms, and he 
developed a passion for making farmers’ 
work easier with useful tools. In addition to 
the Runrite brand, for abattoir equipment, 
he started Cutrite for harvester blades and 
Strainrite for fencing tools and equipment.

Many companies have moved their 
production to Asia over the past 50 
years, but Wooster always wanted to 
keep manufacturing his products in New 
Zealand. “I wanted us to keep all the skills and 
know-how right here in our own factory,” he 
says, “because once they’re gone, they’re gone. 
We try to automate as many things as possible, 
but at the same time we employ around 60 
people. We’re very proud to be a 100 percent 
New Zealand business, and we’re the only 
company in the country that manufactures 
wire tensioners.”

20  Fencing Times

Company News



Maurice Wooster

Fencing Times  21



Reflecting on his long career, Wooster singles out 
developing the Ratchet Handle as a particularly 
proud moment: “I went off to the workshop one 
Saturday morning, and two hours later I’d designed 
it and created an initial prototype. I wanted to ease 
farmers' frustrations with a universal product that’s 
suitable for other brands of wire tensioners too, not 
just ours.”

Another standout memory is the first time he 
saw a Strainrite wire tensioner in use at the New 
Zealand Fencing Championships. “Only one of 
the 10 teams had our tensioners, but it was still a 
proud moment for me. These days almost all the 
competitors use Strainrite. We get lots of support 
and feedback from fencing installers and competition 
entrants, both for existing products and for new ones. 
We use all these ideas to create products and tools 
they can rely on. My policy is that I want to serve the 
industry; that’s what it’s all about for me.” <

The Ratchet Handle
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Gate Safety
by Design™

84% reported unsafe design 
to be the most common cause for 
automated gate accidents in the last 10 
years

Overwhelming majority advised that 
well over half of gates checked / 
maintained were ‘unsafe by design’

62% believed the design errors 
are the responsibility of inappropriately 
trained installers

According to a 
survey of 100 
installers:

Visit www.gate-safe.org for more info / book a space on our 
distance learning training www.gate-safe.org/training

Do you understand the design 
requirements to deliver a safe gate?



Thibo markets its own 
aluminium sliding gate
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In April, Dutch fencing manufacturer Thibo of Beek en Donk 
near Eindhoven launched its own aluminium cantilevered 
sliding gate. The new Europa is a lightweight, aluminium gate 
on a lower beam reinforced with steel cables, with which Thibo 
aims to make its customers more competitive.

“'Safe and dependable, powerful in its simplicity,' 
that is how we describe the Europa sliding 
gate,” says managing director Heino Thijssen. 

“Sometimes it is essential that a gate simply opens and closes 
safely, without additional requirements. For such projects, the 
gates included in our product range were too elaborate.  
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Those gates have various infills, lighting 
options and invisible drives, which drive 
up the price. As a result, our customers 
sometimes missed large projects. We are 
changing that with the Europa.”

EUROPA
The new Europa is a so-called tension gate, 
meaning that two steel cables are tensioned 
in the lower beam to give rigidity to the 
gate. “As a result, less aluminium is needed, 
which reduces material costs compared to 
gates without cables,” says Thijssen. “In 
addition, we have set up a highly efficient 
production line with welding cobots1, where 
we can produce the gate in series. With this 
gate, we can provide excellent support to our 
customers in projects where price is decisive.”

1) Cobot stands for collaborative robot. It is a robot that collabo-
rates with the welder.

STRONG
The new gate was developed 
for the entry-level market, but 
Thijssen says that does not mean 
it is a discount model. “On the 
contrary,” he says. “The Europa is 
competitively priced, but we did our 
best to make it the best gate in its 
category. The lower beam is a robust 
extrusion section, which is so sturdy 
that tensioning cables are actually 
unnecessary at the smaller openings. 
The gate has welded rather than 
clamped or crimped infill tubes and 
the gate is rated for wind class 2. 
The portals and both sides of the leaf 
have active safety edges, we took 
the best photocells we could find, 
and we use two robust and reliable 
motors from Cardin for the drive.”
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TOP SECRET
Thibo worked for a long time on the introduction 
of the Europa. “I had it on my wish list for about ten 
years,” says Thijssen. “But yes, developing your own 
sliding gate is a big step. If you want to do it right, there 
is a lot involved. We finally started concretely a year 
ago. We hired an engineer, made extensive calculations 
and drawings, created several prototypes, and evaluated 
the prototypes for over half a year.” The new gate was 
introduced in early April at a secretive event. Thibo 
had invited all its customers and contacts to the 
factory in Beek en Donk, where ‘a big secret would be 
shared with them.’ An assembly hall had been partly 
cleared and dressed in black cloths. Visitors were 
treated to snacks and drinks. After two short speeches 
by directors Ralph Beukers and Heino Thijssen, a 
big red button was pressed, after which two cloths 
fell. The new Europa had been officially unveiled and 
could immediately be extensively viewed, studied, 
and discussed in every detail, as fencers like to do.
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EXPANSION
The Europa is an expansion of Thibo's 
existing sliding gate product range. “For 
the premium segment, we partner with 
Austria’s Holler Tore for Belgium and the 
Netherlands,” says Thijssen. “The Holler 
product range includes gates suitable 
for non-stop opening and closing, with 
any kind of custom infill you can think 
of and with an opening width of up to 25 
metres for a single leaf. That is exactly for 
the opposite side of the market. We also 
have several other brands in our product 
range, which are accompanied by our own 
Matic SL guide column and a drive from 
the Italian company Cardin. We have 
been successful with that for years. The 
Europa is an extra addition, allowing our 
customers to compete with the bigger 
fencing companies in the Netherlands.”

COMPETITION
Thijssen clarifies: “Large projects, such as distribution 
centres, office parks or even airports, often consist of 
several components. The front at the entrance demands 
a robust premium sliding gate, with many access control 
functions. Attractive railing is often requested to the 
left and right of the entrance, towards the back it can 
be mesh or rigid mesh. Then various swing and sliding 
gates for service or supplier entrances are needed, in 
varying combinations, manual or automatic and often 
some turnstiles. We were already strong in all those 
other products, with the Holler gates for the main 
entrance, with our own production lines for swing gates 
and railings and a large network of suppliers for all the 
chain-link and mesh material, where our large volume 
allows us to buy against razor-sharp prices. With 
the Europa for entrances where a secure opening and 
closing is sufficient, we now have the complete package. 
This offers our customers a serious opportunity in the 
tendering process of large projects.”
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UNIVERSAL
The new Europa sliding gate comes with a passage 
width from 3 to 10 metres, in 1-metre increments. 
All sizes have the same lower beam, a closed 
extrusion section of 200 by 300 millimetres. 

“With electrically driven gates, the toothed rack is 
concealed in the lower beam,” says Thijssen. “That 
is more attractive and safer. For the same reason, we 
have concealed the guide wheel in the upper beam. 
It's a robust gate.” Gates up to 8 metres opening 
have one guide portal, the 9 and 10-metre gates 
have two. The infill consists of round tubes with 
a diameter of 30 millimetres and a spacing up to 
110 millimetres. The tubes can be inserted in or 
pierced through the upper beam. On gates without 
pierced bars, a pointed comb can be ordered from 
1.5 metres high. There are two drives available for 
the gate. The standard drive has an opening speed 
of about 16 centimetres per second. For those for 
whom that is not fast enough, there is also a drive 
that opens the gate at around 50 centimetres per 

second. Both drives are manufactured by the Italian 
company Cardin. There is also a manually operated 
version: it has no built-in toothed rack, but does have a 
Locinox lock. Europa has been inspected and certified 
by an independent party: all versions comply with the 
Construction Products Regulation and the two versions 
with drives also comply with the Machinery Directive.

EUROPA
The name Europa refers to the area where the gate 
can be utilised. “We did our utmost to create the best 
gate in terms of quality and price,” says Thijssen. “We 
are convinced that it is suitable for all European countries. 
That is why we plan to build a European dealer network. 
First we focus on neighbouring countries, such as Germany, 
France, and the UK, and then possibly further afield.” For 
the future, Thibo is also considering expanding the 
line with other filling types, such as mesh panels or 
Mykadoo railing. “The Europa offers many possibilities. 
We are immensely proud of it.” <
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Wiśniowski launches 
new aluminium line

Polish fencing manufacturer Wiśniowski, based in 
Wielogłowy to the southeast of Kraków, is launching a 
new line of aluminium fencing complete with swing and 
sliding gates. With this new line, the company aims to 
offer its customers a broader package of options.

“Until now we’ve manufactured all our 
ornamental fencing from steel,” says 
Grzegorz Mruk, director of product 

management. “But when designing our latest, extremely 
modern models, we ran up against its limitations: steel 
sections always have rounded corners. On top of that you 
have to roll them, and that only pays off with large-series 
production. And to finish off, customers are becoming 
increasingly more critical. Big-budget customers in 
particular don’t want to be able to see any welding seams, or 
vent holes from the galvanising process; everything has to 
have a very sleek finish. That only works with aluminium.”

RANGE
That's the reason why Wiśniowski is launching an entire 
new range of aluminium fencing. The line consists of 
nine different models of fencing, mainly targeting the 
residential market. All models include fencing panels, 
swing gates and sliding gates. Something that’s new for 
Wiśniowski is that the fencing elements and gate infill 
are not welded; instead, the various extrusion profiles 
are glued, riveted, screwed or clicked together. “Or a 
combination of those,” Mruk says. “It’s very difficult to 
find welders who are good at welding aluminium. And the 
idea was to get rid of the welding seams in the first place, 
for an even more attractive appearance. An additional 
advantage of glueing and screwing elements together after 
powder-coating is that we’re now able to combine multiple 
colours in a single fencing element. That’s something else 
that’s new for us.” For Wiśniowski's new aluminium line, 
the only welded parts are the footplates under the posts 
and some of the joints in the gate frames.
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HISTORY
The new line is the result of years of development. 
“When Covid brought the entire world’s logistics to a 
standstill a few years ago, the price difference between 
steel and aluminium almost completely disappeared,” 
Mruk explains. “Prior to that, aluminium had been 25 
to 30 per cent more expensive – which was always one 
of the reasons for us to stick with steel. So when that 
happened, we started off with extensive market research 
to determine exactly what the line should look like. We 
wanted it to be a modern line, and suitable for use in 
as many European countries as possible. It was quite a 
challenge, because Austria and France in particular are 
countries in which aluminium is very popular, but the 
trends and the technical design are very different in each 
country. Then we created a separate team with product 
developers from the fencing department working together 
with engineers from the door department, because they 
have lots of experience with aluminium. That team spent 
six months drawing, and designed the various models.”

DEVELOPMENT
“By that time almost two years had passed, and still the 
range only existed on paper,” Mruk laughs. “We have a CNC 
milling machine here that you can put a 70-centimetre-high 
block of aluminium into, and mill all sorts of shapes out 
of it. We used it to mill out the profiles that had been 
drawn – there were more than 30 of them – so we could test 
whether they could be attached to each other in the way 
we’d planned. After that we looked for an extrusion partner, 
and the moulds needed to be made. Once the first profiles 
came in we could create prototypes, and then we modified 
some of the profiles based on those prototypes, because once 
they’d been coated they didn’t fit anymore. At the same 
time the production staff were setting up a production line, 
with special cutting machines to cut the extrusion profiles 
to size, and work tables at which the profiles are screwed 
and glued together. We then took another three months for 
certification, to ensure that all products in the line complied 
with the Construction Products Regulation, as well as the 
Machinery Directive where necessary.”
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MODERN
The new Modern model consists of rectangular 
horizontal slats that are 50, 100 or 200 
millimetres high. Combining the three different 
slats – either with or without consistent spacing 

– creates six different variations on the model. 
A seventh model uses rhombus profiles, which 
let light through but make it impossible to look 
through the fence. “These are the models we’re 
starting with,” Mruk says. “We’ll certainly be adding 
other variants in the future.”

HOME INCLUSIVE
The Home Inclusive model uses the same rhombus 
profiles, but installed transversely to allow more 
light through. There is a matching front door and 
garage door available. “Home Inclusive is intended 
more for new construction projects than for the 
replacement market,” Mruk says. “It’s a distinctive 
subrange in our catalogue, with the front doors, 
garage doors, fencing units, swing gates and sliding 
gates all matching. It means that you can keep to the 
same look across an entire house or building.” For 
Home Inclusive there is a range of 16 different 
fine-textured powder coatings available that are 
not on the Ral chart.

CLASSIC
The final new model is called Classic. It consists 
of narrow vertical slats measuring 20 by 40 
millimetres, installed against two horizontal beams 
with the narrow side facing forward. “With Classic, 
we’re playing into the retro trend that we’re seeing 
popping up here and there in Europe,” Mruk says. “Back 
in the day, before mesh panels, railings and privacy 
fencing became popular, you’d often see fencing made of 
upright wooden slats. We’re harking back to that idea 
with aluminium profiles. That’s why this model is called 
Classic, despite being brand new.”

AW EXPERT
All models have been available in AW Expert since 
their introduction. AW Expert is Wiśniowski's 
proprietary software that enables fencing installers 
to quickly and easily put together a complete fence 
from posts, panels and gates, which they can then 
send to their customers as a quotation or forward 
to Wiśniowski's internal sales team as an order. “AW 
Expert speeds up the whole process, and reduces the 
chance of errors in communication,” Mruk says. “The 
vast majority of our customers use the software for all 
their quotes and orders, which is why we wanted to have 
all the models in AW Expert right from the start.” All 
aluminium models have been available since the 
start of July. < 
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Kopal launches swing 
gate with wood filling
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The Belgian gate manufacturer Kopal from Kortemark, between 
Bruges and Kortrijk, launched a new swing gate this spring. The 
Pluteo is made of steel but has a factory-fitted wood filling. Kopal is 
aiming at the private market with this product.

“Until now, we only made gates prepared for wood filling,” 
says commercial manager Eline Vandromme. “Fence 
workers, or the customer himself, could then apply their 

own wood infill on them. But we see that the demand for wood infills 
is increasing and far from every fence worker is equipped to make their 
own. Therefore, we are now releasing our own gate model with wood 
filling. This way, we cater to the private market with a ready-made and 
solid solution.”

Fencing Times  39



AYOUS
The filling of the Pluteo consists of planks 
of so-called Thermo Ayous wood. “Ayous, 
also known as Abachi, is a soft, fast-growing 
and therefore affordable type of wood,” 
production manager Stijn Pylyser takes 
over the conversation. Pylyser and 
founder and owner Stefaan Talpe were 
the driving forces behind the new gate. 

“Thermally treating the wood gives it the 
durability and spring of tropical hardwood. 
Like hardwood, it is highly resistant to rot, 
pests and weathering. Furthermore, its rapid 
growth gives it a dense, robust fibre grain 
structure that looks particularly attractive. 
That's why it was the ideal choice for us.” 
The Ayous boards have gullies milled out 
on the outside, making it look as if the 
filling is made of narrow slats. Kopal joins 
the vertical boards together at the factory 
with cross slats to form elements, which 
are then screwed into the wing as a whole.

PRIVACY
“By using tongue and groove boards with 
gullies milled out instead of narrow slats, 
the infill as a whole gains more strength,” 
Pylyser continues. “Moreover, this way 
you cannot see through between the slats, 
making the gate completely sight-tight and 
also allowing you to sell it as a privacy gate. 
For the gaps between the leaves themselves 
and between the leaves and the posts, we 
therefore supply blinding strips.” If the 
customer wants fencing in the same style 
to the left and right of his gate, this is also 
possible: Kopal also supplies the wood 
filling as fence panels 2 metres wide, with 
an aluminium cover strip that ensures 
no water penetrates the open side of the 
wood.

Stijn Pylyser and  
Eline Vandromme
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PLUTEO
The leaves of the new Pluteo are 
constructed of a framework of tubular 
profiles, with welded-in strips to 
screw the wooden panels onto. They 
are suspended with 3D hinges from 
Locinox on posts made of 100 by 100 
millimetres tubular profiles. The 
built-in lock also comes from Locinox. 
The Pluteo comes with a passage from 
1.1 to 4 metres and heights from 1.50 to 
2 metres. The base of the gate and the 
location of the hardware are designed 

such that each gate can open left 
and right as well as inwards and 
outwards. “This allows any installer in 
any situation to install the gate without 
fuss,” says Pylyser. The steel parts 
are coated in matt black as standard. 

“That colour is popular in the private 
market,” adds Eline Vandromme. “We 
want to meet the demand for affordable, 
sturdy and aesthetic gates. That's the 
Pluteo: a harmony of steel and wood, as 
we call it.” <
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Elephants too big for wire mesh fence

In Lepchakha, a town in 
Bhutan, a small country 

between China and India in 
the Himalayas, almost every 
day farmers have to repair the 
chain-link fence around the 
wetlands on which they grow 
their rice. The 7-kilometre-long 
fence was built by the 
government last year, to protect 
the 280 hectares of wetlands 

from wild boars and elephants, 
who trample the crops and eat 
the fruits. But they are obviously 
not working. The elephants in 
particular do not care about the 
chain-link fence at all, they just 
push it over. As a result, the wild 
boars also have free rein. The 
area where the farmers grow 
their rice is one of the most 
fertile areas in the world and 

could yield 12 tonnes per hectare 
every year, but because the 
farmers have to guard their area 
at night and repair the fences 
during the day, they don't get 
around to their farming activities 
and the fields yield only 7 tonnes 
of rice per hectare. The farmers 
would like an electric fence, or 
if that is not possible, at least 
a barbed-wire fence, and point 

to the government to have it 
built. The government says the 
farmers built the existing fence 
incorrectly and that the fence is 
not properly maintained and has 
no planning on spending money 
on another fence. Conclusion: 
the real victims here are mainly 
the Bhutanese fence installers, 
who for the time being will not 
get a 7-kilometre job. <
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Electric fence protects children from elephants

T hat fences exist that are quite 
capable of stopping elephants is 

proven by the following story from Amboseli 
National Park in Kenya. A fence was built 
there (with western sponsorship money, 
of course) around a small school, after an 
elephant had used the school's water tank 
(in 2020 already) to quench his thirst, but 
then expertly demolished the tank. This 
not only created frightened children at the 

time, but it also meant walking 3 kilometres 
each way to fetch water. The latter is not so 
bad by Kenyan standards, by the way – some 
pupils at the small school walk 8 kilometres 
one way every day to get to the school at 
all. Nevertheless, the Kenyan branch of the 
World Wildlife Fund sponsored 1.2 million 
Kenyan Shillings (that seems a lot, but is 
less than 10,000 euros, apparently fences 
are not very expensive in Kenya), and a 

1.2-kilometre-long fence was built around 
the school. This time it was electric, though, 
complete with solar panels for power. That 
fence has been ready for a while now and 
since then there have been no elephant 
attacks on the school's drinking water 
supply or the school itself. According to vice 
principal James Obunga, the fence also helps 
keep students in: since the fence is in place, 
there are far fewer truants. <
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Fences around Glastonbury not high enough
Glastonbury, near Bristol 

in England, hosts a huge 
five-day festival every year where 
famous artists perform. Tickets are 
expensive (355 Pounds Sterling) and 
difficult to come by, so alternative 
ways of getting in are seriously sought 
every year. One such way is human 
trafficking on a small scale: so-called 
guides lead illegal visitors for 50 
pounds across the fields and through 
the woods around the festival site to 
places where they have a good chance 
of climbing unseen over the fences. 
According to the British tabloid press, 
hundreds of visitors entered the 
grounds illegally in this way. <

Cybertruck demolishes fence
A short video appeared on YouTube 

in June of car blogger Supercar 
Ron driving a Tesla Cybertruck 30 metres or 
so from demolishing a PVC fence from the 
ground for fun (?). Perhaps people who don't 
know about fences might find that otherwise 
commentary-free video somewhat funny, but 
here at the editorial office we don’t understand 
at all what the point of it was. The fence is 

constructed of PVC and does not appear to be 
reinforced with steel sections. So the video 
cannot have been shot to show how strong a 
Cybertruck is: a Dodge Ram would have had 
the exact same effect. Indeed, we are guessing 
that even a Suzuki Jimny would have come a 
long way. On the other hand, it also seems 
unlikely that someone with a blog about cars 
would suddenly want to demonstrate the 

mediocre quality of American PVC fences. 
So why? The only possibility we can think 
of is that the fence at that location had to be 
demolished anyway to make way for a better 
or newer fence, and that the Cybertruck was 
therefore allowed to drive through it for fun. 
Either way – at least now a new fence is needed, 
so the local fence contractor can look forward 
to an order. <
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Complete buffoons ban privacy fence
F or our monthly sensational 

story, we turn to Mickleover, a 
village near Derby in the English Midlands. 
Someone there bought an old cottage and 
first refurbished the cottage and then the 
garden. The garden to the great delight of 
the neighbours, as especially the garden 
had not been maintained for decades and 
had grown into a jungle that blocked all 
sunlight into the adjacent street. Instead of 
the wall of tall bushes, the new owner put up 
a wooden privacy fence, but this was against 
the wishes of the municipality, given that 
the fence would not suit sufficiently in the 

characteristic cottage, which is already old 
and has a protected status. The municipality 
now wants the fence to be taken down again, 
which leads to the unusual situation that 
the neighbours are now extremely annoyed, 
because they were so happy with their new 
view. Extraordinary, because normally it is 
exactly the complaining neighbours who 
want a fence removed, rather than the other 
way around. The fact that supermarket 
chain Tesco was allowed to put up a large, 
3-metre-high blue sign half a metre next to 
the plot, warning supermarket customers 
not to take their shopping trolleys into the 

village and not to throw food packaging 
into the neighbours' gardens, is not a valid 
defence for the municipality. The fact that 
the new cottage owner built the fence 
precisely to prevent his newly refurbished 
garden from being cluttered with those 
Tesco food packages does not count either. 
The fence must go. Quality newspaper the 
Daily Mail spoke to the neighbours, one of 
whom called municipality officials complete 
buffoons, and another thought they should 
have their heads tested. Nevertheless, the 
municipality remains unrelenting: the fence 
must go. <
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WE CREATE
SECURITY.
WE ARE YOUR
DEFENCE.

VAN MERKSTEIJN FENCING SYSTEMS      UNIT 6, WESTON HALL COMMERCIAL COMPLEX, MAIN ROAD WESTON, CREWE, CHESHIRE, CW2 5ND      
VAN-MERKSTEIJN.CO.UK      T +44 (0) 1270 449898 

So how big, how small, complex or extreme your needs are, 
ask us. We think in possibilities, not in limits.
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•  Have the perfect closing time in terms of  
 comfort and safety

•  Can be mounted worldwide thanks to their  
 temperature independence

•  No unexpected interventions in your packed schedule!

 Locinox, +32 56 77 27 66, locinox.com

SCAN FOR  
MORE INFO

Easy installation 
and no recalls, what 
more could I want?

The weakest point in a fence  
can be the gate, if it isn’t self-closing

Locinox® gate closers

Installer Danny
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